Schizophyta
primitive plants lacked chlorophyll and that the bacteria give us our best
idea of a great group of plants which may have been the ancestors of all
higher plants. The members of any such great group must have evolved
along various lines, some of which may be represented by the bacteria as
we know them. Perhaps another line evolved into a group, now extinct,
the members of which moved by means of flagella and had chlorophyll
diffused in the protoplasm. One branch of this group may have lost its
flagella, a process which has occurred more than once in the evolution of
the plant kingdom, and developed into the blue-green algae, while another
line retained its flagella, developed chloroplasts and true nuclei, and gave
rise to the simpler green algae, and through them to all higher plants. We
must remember, however, that such ideas, even though they may be fasci-
nating and may seem reasonable to some, are only speculations; and that,
as with most speculations, there is bound to be a diversity of opinion.